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A Word From the Prez:  
Several AAUW items to  
consider in the NEW YEAR 
 
‘Getting to know your AAUW’ 
programs are being planned by the 

Membership Committee. You may have 
questions about activities, committees or 
our history. These programs are another 
way to learn more about our branch. The 
AAUW SP branch has been involved in 
many activities and establishing a number 
of firsts, such as the Women’s Consortium 

and the first women’s shelter in the country. The pro-
grams are one of the options on the third Tuesday af-
ternoon along with Great Decisions and Joy Davis’ 
literary group. 
 
We also have our own local, very 

special Scholarship Trust 
which grants scholarships to high 
school girls from the St. Paul metro 
area who have shown leadership abilities and are de-
serving of financial assistance to be able to attend col-
lege. Be sure to note the April 26th Scholarship Dinner, 
which replaces the day program that Tuesday. Every-
one is encouraged to attend the dinner to meet the 
scholars who will be selected for scholarships this 
spring by the scholarship committee. These women 
have done such wonderful things during their high 
school careers and will convince you that we have very 
promising leaders to take us into the future. 
 

NCCWSL (National Conference for Col-
lege Women Student Leaders) is another op-
portunity to provide a great experience for a college 
student who has shown leadership ability to have a 
weekend of learning and networking with other college 
women and nationally known women leaders at the 
University of Maryland. This is an opportunity for 
members to nominate a deserving family member for a 
generous grant for this unforgettable weekend in June. 
We need your suggestions before the end of January to 
be considered. If you know a sophomore or junior in 
college who has shown leadership ability, encourage 
her to apply. 
    
 

Attending the State AAUW  
Convention is another great way to 

learn more about what your AAUW 
does at the state and national level to 
promote women’s issues, as well as to 

meet other AAUW members from around the state. The 
convention this year will be held in Duluth at the Holi-
day Inn over the weekend of April 29-May 1. Keep it in 
mind. They have great events, both social and educa-
tional, planned for members attending the convention. 
We are allowed a number of delegates for whom we pay 
the registration fee, and anyone is welcome to attend, 
even if not as a delegate.  
                                                       –Carol Oeltjenbruns 

We are looking for 
 “a few good women” 
 
The 2015-16 Nominating Committee 
began meeting in November to  

identify candidates for the 2016 slate of officers and 
chairs.  Members of the Nominating Committee 
are:  Judy Searles, Kathy Andrews, Mary Chorewycz, 
Barbara Deese and Linda Trouten. 
 
Officers to be elected in 2016 include: President, VP for 
Administration, and VP for Program Development.  
 
Program Topic Chairs to be filled are: Cultural Arts, 
Education, International Relations, and Diversi-
ty.  Other positions to be filled are Membership Treas-
urer, AAUW Funds Chair, and Nominating Committee 
Chair. 
 
Although the committee is actively identifying members 
who may be a perfect fit for the different positions, we 
certainly don’t know everyone’s interests, particularly 
the new members. Serving as an officer or chairperson 
is an important way to support AAUW St. Paul.  If you 
might be interested in participating in our branch by 
holding one of these positions, please contact one of the 
committee members for more information.  
 
The official slate will be presented at the March busi-
ness meeting. Voting will occur at the Annual Meeting 
in April. 

—Judy Searles, Nominating Committee Chair 
 

 



 Scholarship Trust News 
 
 
Silk Painter  
Carol Gardyne 
Donates Silk 
Scarves  
 
Silk Painter Carol Gardyne, 
our speaker for January 26th, 
feels strongly about educating young women. She has 
generously donated a supply of her silk scarves to the 
Scholarship Trust as a fundraiser to send St. Paul young 
women to college next fall. If you wish to acquire a 
beautiful Carol Gardyne scarf to wear on the day of her 
presentation, which will include methods of tying 
scarves, please contact Kim Blair of the Scholarship 
Trust (scholarshiptrust@aauwstpaul.org) or 651-773-
0684.  Some already purchased for holiday gifts, $50 
each while supplies last. 
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2012 St. Paul AAUW Scholar, Carleton  
College Senior Anne Sinner tells of her final year 
at college. Her summer internship with Ramsey Coun-
ty Public Health confirmed that she belongs in direct 
service work. She was accepted into a training course 
focused on critical dialogues across differences in   
social identities and experiences.  

She was chosen as a Student Adviser for her major de-
partment (Sociology/Anthropology), tutored high 
school students in the TORCH program (for low-
income students planning to attend college) and joined 
a panel for College Possible students sharing her expe-
riences as a low-income, first-generation college stu-
dent. She will be applying for jobs throughout the next 
several months in the nonprofit or government social 
services sector. 

She wrote, “thanks from the bottom of my heart for 
supporting my educational journey. My college educa-
tion has already opened countless doors for me and led 
me to opportunities that I could not have imagined be-
fore coming to Carleton, including studying abroad & 
seeing the ocean for the first time last fall, mastering 
another language, and gaining tools to give back to the 
community with the goal of making the world a more 
just place.” 

 

For 36 years the Minnesota Women’s Consortium has 
worked to advance equity and justice for all women 
through advocacy and collaboration. The Consortium is 
made up of 150 organizations that support women in 
many different ways. “We exist because we cannot work 
for justice and equality alone. We are stronger together.” 
Minnesota AAUW and the St. Paul Branch are charter 
members of the Consortium. A number of St. Paul Branch 
members are also individual supporters. 
 
A new Executive Director joined the Consortium staff 
this fall. Kabo Yang comes with over 15 years in non-
profit management and community leadership. Her expe-
rience will lead her to continue to build the Consortium in 
its mission of equity and justice for all women. 
 
This year’s Consortium Celebration will honor “Wonder 
Women of Our Time.” The event will be held on Thurs-
day, January 28 from 5:30 – 8:30pm at the Anderson 
Center on the Hamline University campus. This is always 
a very nice and inspiring event. It is a great way to meet 
and mingle with other strong and dedicated women. If 
you are interested in attending, check the website 
mnwomen.org for more details. 
 Submitted by Karen Kirkwood, St. Paul Branch 

representative to the Minnesota Women’s Consortium 

 

 

 

Portions of a letter received 
from Women’s Advocates 
Shelter: 
Dear AAUW St Paul friends, 
 
Thank all of you for supporting the pro-
grams at Women’s Advocates, Inc., with 
your recent combined individual donations 
of $1,195.00 for Target gift cards. The gift cards help to 
make the holidays special for the women and children we 
serve.  
 
Many of the women and children residing at Women’s 
Advocates come from a place of unpredictable danger. 
Once they enter our doors, they begin the journey of  
healing and rebuilding their lives and are able to move 
forward toward self-sufficiency with confidence. 
Sincerely, Kelsey Johnson,  
Community Outreach Specialist 
 
NOTE: St Paul Branch AAUW helped found the Women’s 

Advocates shelter in 1974, and we’ve kept in touch again 

in the past six years. It was the first shelter in the country 

for battered women and children. 

            --Carol Sheggeby                                                                                                               

mailto:scholarshiptrust@aauwstpaul.org
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News from the Business Board 
Meet Our Staff 

Adriana Mejia 
 

Meet our St. Paul College Club 
Office Assistant Adriana 
Mejia. During her 20-30 hours 
per week at SPCC, Adriana 
engages in many and varied 
duties such as preparing con-
tracts and lunch lists, wedding 
décor set up, doing customer 

follow up evaluations, maintaining AAUW online cal-
endar, and, as all our employees do: “whatever is need-
ed at the moment.” Adriana is working to complete her 
paralegal studies at Metro  State University. She en-
joys museums, art fairs, and gardens, and is glad to 
have her sister, brothers, and mother here in the Twin 
cities. 
 
Adriana and Orlando are living in their new-to-them 
and newly remodeled home in St. Paul with their two 
sons. Their 10 year old attends French Immersion 
School and their 12 year old attends Twin Cities  
Academy. Orlando’s business is granite counter instal-
lation and design. 
 
Greet Adriana with a smile! She is energetic, capable, 
and friendly. We are lucky to have her on board! 
 

—Julia Lyon, Business Board Chair 
 

Want to Know More  
  About Your AAUW? 
 

AAUW St. Paul is a volunteer-run organization. 
Many women devote many hours to its mission and 
programs, and our beautiful house and the St. Paul 
College Club business are maintained and managed 
by our members too. Do you want to know more 
about how all this happens? 
 
The Membership Committee has planned a series of 
Get-to-Know-Your AAUW programs (as mentioned 
by our president on page 1 of this T.R) for third Tues-
day afternoons, another alternative to Great Decisions 
and Joy Davis’ literature discussion group. The first 
program will be Tuesday, January 19th at 1 p.m. in 
the Gold Room. At this program Sara Kuether will 
present a video on the more than 100-year history of 
our branch, and Carol Oeltjenbruns will describe a 
day in her life as St. Paul AAUW President. Subse-
quent programs will be described in the 990 News. 
 
 

Any Ideas for the Action Fund? 
 
Each year, the Action Fund Committee of AAUW- 
St. Paul disperses money from the Branch investment 
portfolio to organizations which advance equity for 
women and girls.  This year, we plan to disperse 
$10,000 to two or more organizations. The Commit-
tee will meet at noon on Tuesday, January 12, to 
begin deliberations.  If you have suggestions as to 
where monies should be spent, please email  your 
recommendation along with a short description of the 
organization to Jane Tschida,  
pauljanetschida@comcast.net.  Thanks for your inter-
est! 
 

 
Our National AAUW 
Impact 

$3.7 million awarded in fellowships and 
grants to support 241 women in their profes-
sional and academic careers in 2015 alone 

1,200 congressional office visits to protect 
college access and affordability, reauthorize 
VAWA, prevent bullying and harassment, 
pass the Paycheck Fairness Act, and elimi-
nate workplace discrimination 

140 college campuses reached with $tart 
$mart salary negotiation workshops. 

 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 
 
 Our new  iron railing outside the front door has 

been installed. Now you have two sides to grasp 
for a safe entry. 

 
 Our event coordinator, Lindsey, is getting married 

on January 16 to Caleb Olson, and will thus be-
come Lindsey Olson. The wedding  reception will 
be held in our Great Hall later in the day.  
Congratulations, Lindsey. We will be anxious to 
see some pictures.  
We wish you both the very best. 

 
 Our membership is now over 420. 
 
 Great Decisions leader will be Mary Chorewycz 

this year. Assistance will be given on occasion by 
Tersenia Schuett and Mary Schrankler.  

 

mailto:pauljanetschida@comcast.net
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Timely Report Editor: Carol Sheggeby 
 csheggeby@gmail.com  

Reporter & Photographs: Mary Schrankler 
 schrankler101@comcast.net 

The Timely Report is a branch newsletter that is published 
bimonthly, except over the summer. It is distributed via 
email, with some hard copies available at Tuesday meetings 
the same week they are sent out. They are not sent by 
USPS. All are invited to submit articles or photos that are 
relevant to the branch, preferably articles no longer than 
150 or 250 words. Send articles or questions to Carol 
Sheggeby at csheggeby@gmail.com 

 

AAUW websites: 
St. Paul: http://aauwstpaul.org  

MN: http://aauwmn.net  

Association : http://www.aauw.org 

Association email: connect@aauw.org 

Program Videos are Posted on the 
Branch Website  
 

If you miss a lecture or program that you wanted to attend, 
or if you would like to review or share a presentation, 
check out our website. We have videotapes of programs 
posted. Manager, Brian Quist, videotapes the programs of 
presenters who have signed a release. 
 
Go to www.aauwstpaul.org, choose PROGRAMS/
EVENTS  in the drop down menu and then choose the title 
PROGRAM VIDEOS. There you will be asked to provide 
a password to protect presenter privacy. To find that pass-
word, look where it is posted on the bulletin board on the 
cart near Hatfield Hall, or email me (jan@quistnet.com). I 
don’t think you will forget the password once you know it. 
We use the same password for all protected areas on our 
site such as branch by-laws, board minutes and scholar 
photos and news.   
 
Our up to date branch Membership Directory is also avail-
able online and protected by our national association. You 
will need your membership number to access this branch 
directory. Look under CURRENT MEMBERS, MEM-
BERSHIP DIRECTORY on the aauwstpaul.org menu for 
instructions. 
Please send me current information from your committees 
which you would like to see posted. Also, I am happy to 
receive suggestions and corrections for the site. 
    

-Janice Quist, web editor 
jan@quistnet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AAUW Member Poets 
Wanted 
The Poetry Committee invites you to cre-
ate an original poem to share with our 
members on Poetry Day—May 10. Be-

sides featuring two award-winning poets, we are offering 
you an opportunity to share your original work with us on 
that day. 
 
So whether you are in the mountains, at the beach or co-
cooned right here this winter, call on your poetry muse and 
prepare to share your original work with us on Poetry Day. 
 
Questions? Contact Nancy Christensen at  
nancychrist@comcast.net or 612-501-7872. 

 
And the Winner is… 
long time member Mary Beth Crowley! Mary Beth was the 
winner of the beautiful Laotian quilt, donated to our club by 
Judy Trepka, which was raffled off at the December Holi-
day Brunch. 
 
Ways and Means committee members sold raffle tickets 
during the month of November raising $630 for the Branch 
Scholarship Trust and AAUW Funds.  Thanks to all who 
purchased a ticket!          —Kathy Andrews, W & M Chair 

 
 —AND Thanks Also to all who worked on the 
two Holiday Events, with a full house at the 
Brunch as well as a group in the evening! 
 

Corrections for the Directory: 
Email & Phone corrections: 

New Email address: 
Sue Uhler:  msuhler26@juno.com  

New Phone Number: 
Pat Joyce: 651-455-0171 

Holiday Book Sale Results 
 

Our Holiday Book Sale was a success. We took in 
$500.00, mostly during the morning brunch.  
 
Thanks goes out to the dedicated and hard-working 
women who spend Wednesday mornings sorting, pricing 
and shelving those books so generously donated. Their 
efforts make our Book Sales the successes that they are. 
Members are: May Cederberg, Fran Cummins, Margaret 
Durham, Kathleen Flynn, Ann Heider and Tersenia 
Schuett.   
 
We must thank Judith Devine for the support, consulta-
tion and teaching time that she kindly offers to us as 
members and new co-chairs. 
 

**Please don’t forget to make donations to our major 

fund-raising event, the annual Spring Book Sale.  We are 
particularly in need of specialty books such as pet; cur-
rent events; gardening, cookbooks and crafts; children 
and teen and vintage. 
 
Thanks in advance for all of your donations. 

—The Book Sale Committee 
Co-chairs: Sharon Ahern and Julie Hanson 

http://www.aauwstpaul.org
mailto:jan@quistnet.com
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