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Nominating Committee Report  
 
The 2016 Nominating Committee (Judy Searles, 
chair; Kathy Andrews, Mary Chorewycz, Barbara 
Deese and Linda Trouten) brings forth the following 
slate of officers and committee chairs:  
 

President – Jane Tschida 
VP Administration – Linda Trouten  
VP Program Development – Katherine Cram 
Membership Treasurer – Pam Johnson 
Cultural Arts – Julianna Simmons 
Education  – Mikel Clifford/Judy Grimes 
International Relations – Barbara Waldschmidt 
Diversity – Judy Grimes 
AAUW Funds – Kim Foster 

 
Voting will occur at the Annual Meeting on  
April 19, 2016  
Other nominations may be made from the floor at the 
time of the election, provided the written consent of 
the nominee and the written endorsement of fifteen 
(15) members has been obtained and submitted to the 
Nominating Committee ten (10) days prior to the  
election.    
 THANK YOU to our members who have agreed to 
serve our branch. 

 
 

Book Sale News 
 
Book sales for fiscal year 2014-2015 
totaled $5,353.60. Nelson Book Scan 
data indicates that paper books are ex-

periencing a renaissance. Book buyers having be-
come accustomed to the lower prices of digital 
books are now opting to purchase used books in 
print. With our wonderful collection of used 
books, donated by our generous membership, we 
hope to exceed last years’ sales.  
 

Please remind your friends 
and family to support the 
annual St. Paul AAUW 
Book Sale on April 14- 17th. 

 

AAUW State  
Convention Coming Soon! 
 

The Annual AAUW State Conven-
tion will be in Duluth from Friday, April 29 
through Sunday, May 1. It will be held at the   
Holiday Inn and Suites downtown. Convention is 
always an enjoyable time, good speakers, good 
food, interesting workshops and a chance to meet 
members from all over the state. Keynote speaker 
this year is Emily Larson, mayor of Duluth. 
 
Registration is due on or before March 31, 2016. 
Go to www.aauwmn.net  for registration infor-
mation in the Pine. Our branch qualifies for a 
number of members to attend as voting delegates, 
whose registration fee is reimbursed by our branch 
If you are interested, check with  Carol 
Oeltjenbruns oeltjenbruns@comcast.net for details. 
There will be a sheet on the back table for signing 
up. Even if you don’t go as a delegate, consider 
attending!  
 
 

Driveway Saga  –  990 Summit 
 

This spring, work will begin on the partial drive-
way replacement from the northeast end of the 
building to the garage.   
This will be done in three phases: 
  1. Excel Energy will install a 480 transformer,  
  2. Electrician will bring wires from transformer 
to our building and driveway,  
  3. Cement work will be complete. 
 

Rationale for heated driveway: 
  *Safety for members and staff 
  *Benefit the environment as salt use 
is diminished 
  *Eliminate manpower cost for shoveling and 
plowing 
  *Protect the garden, as snow is currently plowed 
into the garden area 
 
Soon we will have a safe driveway. 

Marlys Larsen 
Property Chair 

http://www.aauwmn.net
mailto:oeltjenbruns@comcast.net


Scholarship Trust—Great News 
From a Returning Woman Scholar 
 
Having received our returning woman scholarship 
award several times, Beth Nagovsky writes: 
 
I wanted to update you and the committee on my 
Graduation. I graduated  December 22, 2015, 
Magna Cum Laude - Top 10 in my class! 
I can never express to the committee and AAUW 
how much your support and encouragement has 
meant to me on my journey. 
I recently began my Master’s in Accountancy at St 
Mary's, and am ready to FINALLY request a 
membership application to AAUW. 
I cannot think of a better way in which to support 
young women and returning women on their 
academic journey than to join AAUW. 
 
I hope you are all well, and look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 
  Regards, 

Beth Nagovsky 
St Catherine University '15 
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Native American History Brought 
to Life 

 

 

HISTORY CORNER 
 

50 Years Ago at AAUW 
The St. Paul Pioneer Press reported on  
February 27, 1966: 
“Washington’s birthday closings boosted the at-
tendance at the opening of the new addition to the 
St. Paul College Club, 990 Summit Ave., to  200 
members and guests Tuesday.” The president of 
the St. Paul AAUW received the keys to the new 
atrium and auditorium after the luncheon. 
 

60 years ago at AAUW   
From Executive Council Meeting minutes,  
April 3, 1956 
Mrs. Merrill, Program Coordinator, gave figures 
proving the value and success of Tuesday as Col-
lege Club Day. For the annual meeting April 28th, 
Mrs. Aksel Schiotz will speak on “Ourselves,” and 
the Choral Group will give selections from 
“Oklahoma.”   
 Tickets for the Blossom Time Ball 
May 18th are on sale at $4.00. 

 
 
 
 

In early February, James 
Wells brought us his 
knowledge of Minnesota 
Ojibwa history.  
It was very interesting, 
and when it was over, I 
turned around to see a very handsome young man in 
the crowd, who looked to be Ojibwa himself! Was I 
dreaming? 
 
I asked Marlys Blomquist, who had arranged for the 
program, about the young man. Her answer: 
Ben Spears is his name. Last year at AAUW, he was 
the Native American dancer with his two boys.  I 
thought he would enjoy hearing James and talking 
with him after his presentation. 
He did indeed enjoy what James had to say, and 
they will be communicating with each other again. 

Thanks, Marlys!  —Carol Sheggeby 
     

 
Did you know? 
 
 New branch nametag inserts are 
available—with larger font size. With 

so many new members, it’s nice to be able to 
read the nametags easily from a slight distance! 
Check with Carol Sheggeby to get yours if you 
haven't received one already, or if you have 
questions or suggestions. 

 
 There’s a “lost and found” area in the Branch 

office—on top of the file cabinet. (Anyone lost 
a nice taupe raincoat? ) 

 
 Thanks to member Leslie Sworsky, who has 

volunteered to be our new e-mail contact per-
son. When you need to have a bulk email sent 
out to the membership, you will be contacting 
Leslie at lesliesworsky@me.com  .  

 
 Videos are taken by Brian at most of our Tues-

day programs. They are available on the pass-
word protected section of our branch website. 
The password is '990'. The videos stay on the 
web site for about two months. If you miss a 
program, or want to review something you 
have seen, be sure to take advantage of this 
service. 

 

mailto:%20lesliesworsky@me.com
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Senator Sandy Pappas Welcomed  

 

 

 

 
Minnesota Senator Sandy Pappas spoke to us  in 
January about her involvement in Women Collab-
orating for Peace. It is an international group that 
brings women from various countries together to 
explore ways to be involved in the decision-
making process. The photo is of Lois Wintersteen, 
of the International Issues Committee, Pappas, 
and Karen Kirkwood. 
 

 

And the  
  Dancing  
    Goes On… 

 
 

AAUW members continue to tap away on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Celtic 
Junction in St. Paul. Some have tapped for a few 
years and some a few weeks. It is great fun and 
improves balance, brain, and bone density.   
Everyone is welcome.  
For more information contact  
Betty Johnston:elizabet.johnston@comcast.net   
 

Monarchs and Pesticides  
 
On February 23, Sarah Weaver 
from the University of Minnesota’s 
Monarch Lab, spoke about the im-
portance of growing pesticide-free 
milkweed to aid the survival of 
monarchs. Gertens, which sells gift 
cards that help AAUW’s scholarship funds, veri-
fied that “the milkweed plants we grow and the 
seed packets we sell are both pesticide-free.” 

—Katherine Cram 
 

 

Donated Scarves  
Sell Well 
 
January 6 brought us Carol 
Gardyne, a silk painter, who shared 

her experiences living in France and painting on 
silk. She has graciously donated scarves to our 
Branch Scholarship Trust. The scarves then were 
sold to interested members. Kim Blair has sold 
60 scarves at $50 each  and has a dozen left. That 
comes to $3,025 to help send a scholar to college 
in the fall. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Education Is Not an Effective  
Pay Gap Solution 
As a rule, earnings increase as years of          
education increase for both men and women. 
However, while more education is a useful tool 
for increasing earnings, it is not effective against 
the gender pay gap. At every level of academic 
achievement, women’s median earnings are less 
than men’s median earnings, and in some cases, 
the gender pay gap is larger at higher levels of 
education. 
 
Age Is More than Just a Number 
Earnings for both female and male full-time 
workers tend to increase with age, with a plateau 
after 45 and a drop after age 65. The gender pay 
gap also grows with age, and differences among 
older workers are considerably larger than gaps 
among younger workers. Women typically earn 
about 90 percent of what men are paid until they 
hit 35. After that median earnings for women 
are typically 76–81 percent of what men are 
paid. 
 
Source:  Gender pay gap information 
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-
about-the-gender-pay-gap/ 

mailto:%20elizabet.johnston@comcast.net
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
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Timely Report Editor: Carol Sheggeby 
 csheggeby@gmail.com  

Reporter & Photographs: Mary Schrankler 
 schrankler101@comcast.net 

The Timely Report is a branch newsletter that is published 
bimonthly, except over the summer. It is distributed via 
email, with some hard copies available at Tuesday meetings 
the same week they are sent out. They are not sent by 
USPS. All are invited to submit articles or photos that are 
relevant to the branch, preferably articles no longer than 
150 or 250 words. Send articles or questions to Carol 
Sheggeby at csheggeby@gmail.com 

 

AAUW websites: 
St. Paul: http://aauwstpaul.org  

MN: http://aauwmn.net  

Association : http://www.aauw.org 

Association email: connect@aauw.org 

 

Survey for Program Evaluations 
 

We are doing a survey this year to help us determine 
what type of programs people like. If you would take 
a couple of minutes to tell us what you liked and did-
n't like about this years’ programs we will use it to 
help us with next years’ programs. The survey also 
will be on the back table at Tuesday meetings for you 
to fill out. Or if you want to do it online please click 
on the link below to take the survey. 
  
To take the 2016 Program Committee Survey click on 
the link below 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XLXH797  
 
Any Questions, contact Nancy Creighton 
njcemail@aol.com  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership News 
 

Membership Renewal for FY2017 will begin on 
April 19 at the Annual Meeting. Please plan to pick 
up your annual statement and save our Branch 
enough postage to pay for one of next 
year's programs!  And if you pay at a 
meeting, you’ll save postage, 
too:  49¢.   
  
In fact, you could save 100 times that 
much if your name is drawn in the 
Early Bird Drawing: 5 members will get a $49 re-
fund. If your dues are paid by May 15, you could be 
one of those lucky winners!   
 
Pulling into the lead:  The  Saint Paul Branch now 
boasts the most members of any branch in Minnesota. 
Many thanks to each and every member for your role 
in creating the kind of excellence that is attracting so 
many wonderful members. 
 
New Members:  As we round out another year, the  
AAUW-St. Paul membership roll now tops 430. 
Please give a warm welcome to our newest          
members:  Alberta Adams, Mary Ebert, Alice Ellis, 
Marla Gamble, Linda Hucke, Corinne Miller, and 
Carol Mladek. 
 
Email & Phone corrections: 

New Email address: 
 
Margaret Ferber:  ferbermargaret@gmail.com 

Carol Hanson:  carolehanson6@gmail.com  

 
 

Get To Know Your  
 

At a membership committee meeting Sara Kuether 
suggested that we offer a few sessions on the 
“workings” of AAUW, both on what is offered at 
the national level as well as in our branch. This idea 
was enthusiastically endorsed by the committee and 
thus three sessions have taken place. 
 
At the first session, Sara showed a video that had 
been produced for our 100th year anniversary. It was 
so fun to see some pictures of those who have led 
the way up to the present time and review some sig-
nificant events in our MN AAUW history. Follow-
ing that, Carol Oeltjenbruns explained what being 
the president means and what her duties are in lead-
ing the organization. 
 
Our second session had Karen Kirkwood informing 
us of what National AAUW provides to us and how 
we are connected to them. She too, presented a 
power point focusing on the five main programs of 
the National AAUW. 
 
Our last program for this year was led by our pro-
gram chair, Nancy Creighton with Judy Grimes, 
explaining how the programs are secured and how 
the committees that provide such programs work. 
 
These sessions were not intended to replace the new 
member chats but to supplement them. The attend-
ance has varied, but all who have attended feel that 
they have gained a broader knowledge of our organ-
ization. There will be one or two more offerings in 
the fall when our programming resumes. 
    —Sandy Crum 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XLXH797
mailto:%20njcemail@aol.com

