
 

Timely Report 
Mar-April 2019     St. Paul Branch American Association of University Women  

SAVE THE DATE …. 
       REGISTER NOW 
 

2019 AAUW State Convention 
April 26th and 27th, 2019 
Timberlake Lodge 
Grand Rapids, MN 
 
We will be staying at the Timberlake Lodge and 
Convention Center where all convention business 
will take place. Dr. Kathy Annette will be the main 
speaker at the banquet Friday evening. Kathy is 
President/CEO of the Blandin Foundation. Dr. An-
nette has many accomplishments: she is the first 
woman in the Minnesota Ojibwa Nation to become 
a physician and served as Deputy Director of Field 
Operations of Indian Health Service. The title of her 
talk is “Women Power – What’s Next?” 
 
The overall theme of the Convention is “It’s in  
Minnesota Women’s Nature” and there will be a 
Garden Theme Silent Auction. 
 
Friday optional activities include tours of the Forest 
History Center, the Judy Garland Museum and 
home, and a tour of the Itasca County Historical 
Society Museum and Research Center.  
Grand Rapids has a beautiful forest setting with 
lovely hiking trails.  
 
St Paul AAUW’s Karen Kirkwood, a member of our 
National AAUW Board, will speak on Saturday from 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.  
 
We hope to see you there.    
    —Nancy Creighton
  
 

 

 

 Welcome to the  
Neighborhood,  

Governor and Mrs. Walz! 

 

 

 

 

 

St.Paul AAUW gave a snowy welcome to  
Governor Walz and his wife, Gwen, two weeks 
ago. The Walz’s plan to live fulltime in the big 
elegant house next door to us.  
 
AAUW members Nancy Penn, Nancy 
Creighton, Carole Olson and Barbara  
Waldschmidt delivered a basket filled with  
Minnesota themed items, including maple syr-
up, Abdullah candy, a Minnesota shaped metal 
ornament, Caribou coffee beans and a mug 
with a picture of our clubhouse on it. We also 
gave them a copy of our 990 bulletin and a  
winter plant.  
 
Mrs. Walz led us on a tour of the Governor’s 
mansion. She will be working part time at Augs-
burg College while their children, Gus and 
Hope, attend local schools. Gwen said she 
would like to come over on a Tuesday to have 
lunch with us (in the spring when most of the 
snow has melted). She and her staff were very 
gracious, and we look forward to having her 
join us for lunch.     
      
           —Nancy Creighton 



 
 
 
 
 

Two Poets to Speak on April 30 
 

This year’s Poetry Day speakers have at least two things 
in common: both are prolific writers who have published 
multiple collections of poetry, and both have had books 
nominated for a Minnesota Book Award. Their 
programs, however, will be quite diverse in style and 
subject matter.  
 
At 11:00 we will hear from Athena Kildegaard, recipient 
of a 2018 Artist Initiative grant from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board. She has written five well-reviewed poetry 
collections, including Cloves and Honey, which grew 
from a year of writing a love poem every day, and 
Bodies of Light, which reflects the impressions left by 
the many places in which she has lived. The latter was a 
finalist for the 2011 Minnesota Book Award in Poetry. 
The poems in Course, published in 2018, follows the 
course of a river, the course of her mother’s life, and the 
course of the grief that follows her mother’s death. 

 
Phillip S. Bryant will be our afternoon speaker. Born and 
raised on Chicago’s South Side, he is the author of 
several collections of poetry as well as biographies of 
Zora Neale Hurston and Langston Hughes. His poems 
have been published in a number of literary journals, and 
a poetry collection, Sermons on a Perfect Spring Day, 
was nominated for a Minnesota Book Award. The 
musical rhythms and blues cadences of his poems are 
said by one reviewer to “summon the beauty at the core 
of this often harsh world we live in.” His most recent 
book, The Promised Land, combines the urban hum of 
the city with the pastoral beauty of small town 
Minnesota life, with its long and lonely winters.  
 
This is a day not to be missed!. Come early for coffee 
and rolls and listen to our own members read their poetry 
at 10:00. 
    —Karen Zaske 
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 St Paul AAUW Visits the  

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Egypt’s Sunken Cities 

 

 AAUW St Paul members and friends enjoyed a 
docent-led tour at the Institute 

on February 27.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members Carolyn Oliver,  Cheri Osborn,  

Joanne Wang, Barbara Waldschmidt 
 

      
, 

MIA docent telling AAUW members the story of 
the excavation of the sunken cities,  

Thonis-Heracleion and  Canopus 
 

     
 

Bust of Emperor-god Osiris 
 

        -Judy Searles 
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Annual Spring Book Sale 
April 11-14, 2019 

 

Our upcoming Annual Spring Book Sale will be 
held Thursday, April 11 through Sunday,  

April 14. We will continue to accept books through 
April 1st when donations must cease so we can pre-
pare for the sale. 
 
Volunteers are needed to set up and assist during the 
sale and to help with clean up. Look for signup sheets 
at the back table indicating dates and times when help 
is needed. 
 
Thank you for your generosity toward this event. 
Please spread the word to family, friends and general 
public to make our sale successful.  

—Susan Krocheski,  Linda Gebhard 
Co-chairs Book Sale Committee 

 
 

We've Come a Long Way, Sisters! 
 
As a former stewardess and purser for Pan Am, and as 
a daughter of the Manager of Flight Operations for 
North Central Airlines,  I was aware of the discrimina-
tion against women in the airline business before see-
ing the recent MN History Theatre play 
"Stewardess!"  It tells the story of how Mary Pat Laf-
fey became an unpaid union rep and fought Northwest 
Airlines for 20 years in order to get equal pay and 
equal rights for her sister flight attendants.  
 
In those days at least for NW and many other airlines, 
only men could be pursers, a higher paying position in 
charge of cabin management while on board the plane. 
Only males could be married, could work after age 32, 
could have families, could be overweight, and could 
get a single room when "downline." By the time I was 
hired in 1970, we were allowed to be pursers, could be 
married, but had to quit if pregnant. That was changed 
by the courts about 1974 after I had quit to be a wife 
and mother. 
 
What happened in the lawsuit Laffey v. Northwest?  It 
took until 1982, but the federal appeals court upheld 
the ruling that NW discriminated on the basis of sex 
according to the Civil Right Act of 1964. The flight 
attendants were awarded a $52.5 million settlement 
and those who were discriminated against received 
about $40,000 each.  In the long run, the play shows 
us, "We've come a long way, Sisters!" 
     
    —Margo Hinke 
 

 

Let’s Go to the History  
Theater for a Musical in May 
 
I booked AAUW for at least 20 attendees for the 
History Theater production of a musical called Dirty 
Business. We’ll be going to the 1:30 p.m. matinee 
on Thursday, May 16. The cost is $25. 
 
By the time you read this, I should have reservations 
for at least twenty people. We can continue to add as 
many reservations as we want until I need to send 
the final payment on April 15. 
 
Please make the $25 check out to AAUW St. Paul 
and put it in the envelope at the back table during 
meetings or send to Alta Oben, 8505 Flying Cloud 
Drive, Apt. 232, Eden Prairie, MN 55344. Please 
include your email address with your check along 
with any guests’ names and special seating needs. 
 
Those of us who have seen Glensheen at the History 
Theater know what a great job they do putting an 
unexpected story into musical format. Some of you, 
like me, may have an interest in spy stories. If so, 
this show should be just the entertainment you’d 
want to see this year. If you’ve read about Minneso-
ta-born Betty Pack in the book “The Last Good-
night” and her time collecting tidbits of information 
from her lovers, I’m sure you’ll want to see what the 
musical version looks like. 
 
Here’s the scoop on the musical, Dirty Business. 
It was said that no man could resist the charm and 
appeal of secret agent Betty Pack, and that no secret 
was safe when unsuspecting lovers whispered into 
her ear, lying helpless in her embrace. Born in Min-
neapolis, Betty was introduced to the world of diplo-
matic intrigue in Washington, DC. With fascism on 
the rise, her insatiable desire and fierce intellect 
would lead her into covert encounters around the 
globe, and ultimately in a relentless war against the 
Nazis—one lover at a time. DIRTY BUSINESS is a 
gripping musical thriller about the ingenious Betty 
Pack, along with three other women who changed 
the course of World War II: British spy Vera Atkins, 
American code breaker Elizabeth Friedman, and 
celebrated entertainer Josephine Baker. 
 
Don’t wait, send your check in right away and join 
us on May 16 at the History Theater. 
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AAUW websites: 
St. Paul: http://aauwstpaul.org  

MN: http://aauwmn.net  

Association : http://www.aauw.org 

Membership Information 
 
15-Month Deal on Dues  -- New Members who 
join AAUW after March 15, receive 15 months of 
membership. Their dues payment covers the rest 
of this fiscal year through June 2020.  So, if your 
friends or relatives are thinking about joining, now 
is a great time for them to support women and girls 
and take advantage of our wonderful programs. 
 
Dues Renewal -- Since our last regular meeting is 
May 7, we will be distributing renewal forms at the 
house on April 23, 30, and May 7.  This process 
saves us some money on postage. Forms that are 
not picked up will be mailed to members.  Payment 
by credit card (Visa, Master Card, Amex) will be 
available.  Please do not renew your membership 
online at the National website.  We collect dues for 
National, State, and the Branch and then distribute 
$59 to National and $9 to State for each of our 
members.    —Nancy Beck, Membership Treasurer 

 
 
Work Smart Workshop Held Here 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen Kirkwood (center) facilitated a successful AAUW 
Work Smart Salary Negotiation Workshop we sponsored 
at the J J Hill center on March 7. Four other members 
helped host the event—from left to right—President 
Nancy Creighton, Publicity Chair Pam Steuart, Treasur-
er and Project Lead Alta Oben, and Secretary Carole  
Olson.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Impact of Our  

Winter Weather  
on the AAUW Budget 

 
We all are disappointed when a snowstorm occurs 
on a Tuesday, and  we’ve planned on coming to the 
clubhouse for an interesting day of programs and 
fellowship. I certainly do, but I have an extra  
concern as the branch treasurer. I dread the impact 
of lousy weather on our AAUW Budget. 
 
I’ve checked our Branch’s income and  
expenses to date, getting ready to report to the  
Finance Committee where we stand. In the fall, we 
had hopes of a balanced budget. We had a few 
luncheon reservations cancelled after the Friday 
noon deadline or made by members who did not 
attend the meeting. As you know, members are ex-
pected to pay for their meals at the next meeting. 
Our catering business orders the food and bills the 
Branch for meals based on the reservations made by 
noon the Friday before the meeting. 
 
The unprecedented bad weather has had a negative 
impact on the Branch budget. We had two Tuesdays 
when 19 and 30 members, respectively, had lunch-
eon reservations but did not attend the meeting. In 
fact through the first week of March, we had 134 
total no shows for the year. Although we’ve  
received $1,220 in payments, we’re still out $1,460.                  
That lost revenue is not easily made up from some-
where else. 
 
That’s why it’s so important that you pay for  
reservations made and not cancelled by noon on 
Friday. We are grateful to those who paid for the 
luncheons they reserved but missed due to bad 
weather. However, bad weather is not an excuse to 
fail in your obligation to the Branch to pay for 
luncheons you reserved.  Consult our well  
organized Hospitality Committee to check if you 
owe for luncheons you reserved and cancelled after 
the deadline or did not attend the meeting. 
 
Please help your organization and it’s humble treas-
urer. Please send in your checks for  unpaid lunch 
obligations. 
   —Alta Oben, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 


